The most noticeable increase in the common infectious diseases which has occurred during the period under review has appeared in the number of cases of chickenpox which has increased from 588 last month to 743 this month. Nevertheless this figure is considerably less than the corresponding one for February of 1 953 Small increases as compared with January have occurred in measles and whooping cough, but in neither of these has the total number of cases exceeded that recorded for February of 1953.
The number of notified cases of pneumonia shows a welcome decrease?436 being recorded as against 633 in January and 738 in February, 1953 . At the same time there has been a slight reduction in the number of notified cases of pulmonary tuberculosis, the figure being 162 as against 171 in January and 199 for the corresponding period of last year.
The birth rate for the month was 19.8. This is less than for January which was 21.7 but February of 1953 returned a figure of 18.8.
The death rate was 15.3 and this is to be compared with a rate of 13.6 in January. The increase no doubt is accounted for by the increased number of pulmonary cases recorded in January.
No cases of quarantinable disease occurred during the mouth.
